
Current Band members say when asked… 
 

What worried you the most when you first joined 

the band and what do you think about that now? 
 
I was worried most about not being able to keep up with my 

grades and now I realize that it isn't that hard to manage.  

Danielle, Freshman 
 
I was worried that it would conflict with other activities and that 

I would be too busy - but the directors are very good about 

working with you and letting you go if needed. I like that all the 

arts directors are friends and will work out schedule problems. 

And I like the fact that there are enough rehearsals that if you 

miss one, you will still have plenty of practice before a 

performance. And that friends in the band will help you with 

what you missed.  Natalie, Freshman 
 
When I first joined I was probably most worried about not being 

able to do my homework on a band night.  Now I can see that 

there is really nothing to worry about, if you plan ahead you can 

get all your homework done and get to bed at a decent hour.  

David, Senior 
 
I thought that I couldn't do any of the marching, or memorize a 

show, and every new thing that came around the corner seemed 

impossible. I also was sure that all the years would be divided 

and it would be uncomfortable with the older kids. I have found, 

however, that I actually can do everything, and it is really easy to 

make friends with the other years, to the point where I didn't 

know the year of a lot of the other band members.  Annika, 

Freshman 
 
That I wouldn't know a bunch of people and I would be terrible at 

my instrument. Now I know a bunch of people and they are 

basically your 2nd family. You learn to cooperate with each other 

and become great friends. And for the playing part... don't ever 

doubt yourself. Mr. Barnum and the other staff are great at 

teaching. Just work hard at your instrument :D  Paul, Senior 
 
I was worried about not having time for anything except band. I 

thought I wouldn't have time to finish my homework, or do other 

activities. I also thought I would never be able to see my friends.  

Now, I know my assumptions were wrong and I did have time for 

my homework and I get to spend lots of time with my new 

friends who are in band!  Alice, Freshman 
 
Honestly, when I went to the clinics last year, I had no idea how 

I'd ever be able to march and play at the same time. It was so 

difficult for me also to remember where I was going at the clinics.  

Now looking back, though it was rather silly. I feel like I was well 

prepared, and I might not have been able to march and play 

everything at first, I eventually learned, and now I don't even 

have to think about it to do it.  Stephanie, Freshman 
 
I was very concerned about not being able to do all the things the 

upper class men were doing like marching in time, etc. It was 

very easy to learn and everyone was super supportive.  Katie, 

Freshman 
 

I was most worried about how the section leaders and older 

students in the band would react if I made a mistake and if they 

would help me or make fun of me. They helped me if I needed 

help and now being an "older" member of the band I try and help 

as much as possible.  Natalie, Junior 
 
Making friends, that was the easiest and best part!  Meredith, 

Senior 

 
What do you like MOST about being in the PMK? 
 
I like the sense of family and community that the PMK brings. 

Everyone in the band accepts me for who I am no matter what I 

do. The teachers/instructors are so amazing and are always 

supportive of me. I have made a lot of new friends through band 

especially with upperclassmen who I probably wouldn't have 

met outside of band.  Elizabeth, Junior  

 

I like being in the PMK because it allows me to reach my potential 

in music while I am with an awesome group of kids that are fun 

to be around.  Nate, Junior 
 
All of the friends and memories I have made. Also, the great sense 

of accomplishment and pride.  Olivia, Freshman 
 
I love the satisfaction you get when you perform a stellar show, 

and the announcer reads your school's name as first place. I also 

love the trips we get to take.  Jason, Sophomore 
 
We are all a family and I can always go to people if I need help or 

need someone to talk to. We also all accept each other and don't 

judge one another.  Mallory, Freshman 
 
The sense of a high-achieving community, and being surrounded 

by people with a similar goal as yours.  Jake, sophomore 
 
I like so many things about band. My favorite aspect is that I 

made a lot of friends over the summer and in competition season.  

Alice, Freshman 

 

The feeling of being under the lights in a large stadium.  

Originally, I didn't know what to expect. No one does. But, 

marching the show in places like the Georgia Dome is amazing!  

Hannah, Senior 
 
I like being a part of something where the people work together 

really well and we can all spend time like a family.  Katie, 

Sophomore 

 

Aw man, where to start? I just love the fact that I've been able to 

hang out with my friends and being able to make A TON of new 

friends as well. I feel like I personally know almost everyone in 

the band now and have a connection with them. We're all 

working together, and even though it's work, I just love being 

able to hang out with a whole bunch of my friends.  Stephanie, 

Freshman 
 

  



Being able to experience amazing things like marching a show in 

front of hundreds of cheering fans, and doing it with your friends. 

Katie, Freshman 

 

I like that no matter where you go at Prospect there is most likely 

someone you know from band around. PMK is like one big happy 

family and it makes high school easier. Natalie, Junior 
 
The PMK is a family.  Your section is like your support group, 

they are there for you with whatever you need. You make your 

best friends there, and then get to share amazing performance 

opportunities with them.  It's amazing.  Stephanie, Sophmore 
 
There are so many different people with so many different 

interests. I've made so many friends and learned so many new 

things. PMK is such a fun environment to be in.  Anna, Sophomore 

 
What is your favorite memory of band? What does 

being in the band mean to you? 
 
Being in band means that I can be myself and I know I have 

people that will always be my friend no matter what. I have a 

place where I know people like me and I don't have to be 

somebody else.  Emma, Sophomore 
 
Being in the band means being a part of a great organization.  

Niki, Freshman 

 

My favorite memory of band is probably last year at ISU when the 

band got second. The year before (my freshman year) we had 

gotten fourth so I already knew that this was a tough 

competition. We were on the sidelines for the award ceremony 

and you could practically feel the excitement running through 

everybody. When the announcer got down to the top five bands 

everyone around me held hands and squeezed tight. I remember 

getting more and more excited as more names were called. When 

they called Prospect as number two I wanted to jump up and 

down with joy and as soon we were allowed to, that's exactly 

what I did. Everyone was so excited that night and it felt great to 

know that we all put forth our best effort and it was rewarded.  

Elizabeth, Junior 

 

One of my favorite band memories would be at the Quad at U of I 

when Barnum was reading the Froggy book to us and multiple 

inspiring speeches were given. I think it really portrayed how we 

were a big band family. To me, band is like one big group of a 

bunch of people who more or less will understand you. In band, 

you really feel like you're a part of something.  Natalie, Freshman 
 
Being in band to me is a lot more than just performing in football 

games and going to competitions, it is really my own and fairly 

large family that I know I can always have fun and have a great 

time. Also, band is a group in which we can work together 

towards a common goal, to be our best.   David, Senior 
 
Being in the band is a good way to represent our community.  

Carolyn, Sophomore 
 
Being in the band means becoming a piece of an ensemble that 

takes people's breath away. It is also similar to being a part of a 

family. Being with my band people is being home.   Olivia, 

Freshman 

Being in band gives me a chance to escape the drama with my 

other friends and be in a place where I can have tons of fun and 

be accepted.  Annika, Freshman 
 
Definitely Freshman year band camp. You're quick to make new 

friends and often these friends are upperclassman.  Being part of 

a small section, I grew really close to the upper classmen.  I love 

band camp most because it's when we grow and develop the 

most.  Hannah, Senior 
 
Being in the band is very special because it helps me keep in 

shape and creates a second family.  Emily, Sophomore 
 
I like so many things about band. My favorite aspect is that I 

made a lot of friends over the summer and in competition season.  

Allison, Junior 
 
Can I put more than 1 down? I have so many good memories that 

it's hard to pick just one. I suppose my favorite memory of band 

was playing in Times Squares. It just felt so cool to be there, 

surrounded by the lights, and for me to be able to play music 

there just made it more rewarding. It was so cool, and the lights 

were so mesmerizing. It was hard to stay focused, but I managed 

to. To me, being in the PMK means not only being able to have a 

great time with your friends, but also getting to be part of an 

amazing group and an even greater show.  Stephanie, Freshman 
 
To me, it means that I am part of a really supportive 

group/family.  Joe, sophomore 
 
All the good times I've had at rehearsals and competitions with 

my close friends. Being in the band means being a part of 

something way bigger than myself, which is a really cool 

opportunity.  Meredith, Senior 
 
My favorite memory is having a mega dance party before one of 

the football games in the band room. The music was blasting and 

we were having so much fun and then Mr. Barnum started 

dancing with us. It is definitely something I won't forget. Being in 

the band means a lot to me because there are so many people 

who come in and help us. Everyone works so hard to get better 

it's just amazing to be a part of the process from start to finish.  

Anna, Sophomore 
 
That I am a part of something really cool.  Kathryn, Sophomore 
 
Being in band means a lot to me because it makes me very 

confident to be who I am.  Valerie, Sophomore 

 
A Couple of last thoughts… 
 
Band is a lot of hard work and requires many hours of 

commitment, but the hard work pays off and is well worth it.   

Band is a lot of fun.  Marcus, Freshman 
 
I think every incoming freshman should give it one year.  Try it 

and see how it goes…But don't be afraid!  Fear will always be 

what holds you back from ever doing anything worth doing.  

Jason, Sophomore 


