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Welcome to the Prospect Marching Knights! We’re glad that you’ve decided to further your 
music education through this exciting, challenging and rewarding activity. 

Our season starts each year with two sessions of Band Camp – one in June and another in 
August – that equip our members with the basic skills of marching band and allow us to begin 
learning our field show for the fall. 

With nearly 200 students, the Prospect Marching Knights may be the largest organized activity 
you will participate in at Prospect High School. This document provides some tips to help you 
feel ready for your first days as a member of the PMK. 

BEFORE CAMP BEGINS 

Hydrate. Band camp is held in the summer – that means it’s hot! Bring a large water bottle 
labeled with your name to keep inside and/or bring outdoors to rehearsal. We take multiple 
breaks throughout the day to ensure everyone stays hydrated. 

Protect yourself from the sun. We spend many hours outside, so plan to apply sunscreen 
before we begin and reapply sunscreen throughout the day. Sunglasses and hats are strongly 
recommended to help protect you from the sun. 

Get a good night’s sleep and eat a healthy meal. Your body needs need energy in order to 
learn all of our music, drill and choreography. Marching band is no fun on an empty stomach! 

Dress comfortably. Shorts, a t-shirt and tennis shoes are most appropriate as we move in the 
warm weather throughout the day. On cooler days, many members bring a jacket or hoodie in 
case they want an extra layer. We strongly discourage wearing jeans during Band Camp 
because members will have difficulty moving in them and can become overheated. Also,  
come prepared for the possibility of being outside in the rain.  

Label important items. With almost 200 students, there’s a whole lot of stuff in the PMK. If you 
bring anything you don’t want to lose, label it. Phones are permitted on campus during Band 
Camp but may only be used during water breaks and dinner.   

Arrive safely and on time. Punctuality ensures that we maximize our rehearsal time. Please 
arrive a few minutes early so you can be ready at the start of the day. Students enter the band 
room through Door 30 or Door 33, adjacent to the parking lot. For students who bike to 
Prospect, there is a bike rack conveniently located between Doors 30 and 32. If you arrive by 
car, please adhere to the following guidelines regarding drop-off to keep our students safe: 

No vehicle should stop along the curb for drop-off. Entry and exit lanes must remain clear for 
moving vehicles. Drivers should pull into a parking space and allow students to exit. Students 
should use care crossing the driving lanes, as there can be several cars moving in each direction 
and drivers do not always see pedestrians crossing the street. 
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WHAT TO EXPECT 

Learning who’s who. Mr. Barnum is the band director. There are several other instructors who 
work with different areas of the band – percussion, woodwinds, color guard, etc. You will meet 
these individuals at Band Camp as well as the student leaders of the band, the Drum Majors 
and Section Leaders. The Drum Majors lead the band during performances and have a wide 
variety of responsibilities throughout the season. Each section in the PMK has at least one 
Section Leader, an experienced student who serves as a resource for other band members. If 
you ever feel like there is something you don’t understand, ask your Section Leaders! 

Caring for band equipment. All of our equipment must be kept in good working order so we 
can perform at our best. Each section helps with moving equipment at rehearsals. Doing your 
part ensures this necessary work is done efficiently. 

Getting to work. We will focus on a variety of skills each day and will learn the show 
sequentially, so all students can be successful. You will be create a chart book (this will be 
provided to you) with all of the information you’ll need to perform the entire show. Please be 
sure to have your chart book and a pencil at every single rehearsal.   

Refueling at dinner. We take an hour-long break for dinner at 5 pm each day. You can bring a 
sack meal, have a meal delivered, or leave campus for dinner. (On contest days in the fall, 
students will stay on campus during meal breaks.) Many families organize a group of  
3-5 students and take turns providing a homemade entrée or a meal from a local restaurant 
(Chick-Fil-A, Chipotle, Subway, etc.) for the group. We eat dinner picnic style outside or in the 
band room, so lap-friendly dinners are encouraged! Drivers must park in the parking lot when 
delivering food. No cars should idle at the curb to drop off dinner. 

Enjoying a sneak peek. Parents and friends: if the band is on the football field at the end of the 
day, feel free to take a seat in the bleachers and watch what they’ve learned! 

Departing safely. As with student drop-off, you must park in the lot. No waiting at the curb.  
This is especially important at the end of the day when it is dark, the kids are tired, and they are 
moving large equipment back to the band room. 

We can’t wait to get started!  

If you have additional questions, feel free to contact our incoming band member coordinators: 
Amy Romanelli @ 847.207.9771 or Monica Sparreo @ 847.804.5892 


